
At Rose Drive Friends Church, God has given us the incredible opportunity to be a part of seeing 
countless lives changed through our decades-long ministry connection with the Mexico Outreach 
program and Azusa Pacific University. Although we love Mexicali for introducing our high schoolers to 
cross-cultural missions, the time has come for our Mexicali Ministry to conclude. Several important 
factors have brought on this change, including: increased safety risks, increased costs, changes to 
Mexico Outreach through APU, declining ministry opportunities in Mexicali as a result of financial 
constraints, organizational and cultural changes.  

In 2018, we began seeking God’s leading through prayer and voices of wisdom for a solution that would 
allow our high school students to experience something that would be outside of their normal 
surroundings, allow them to grow their faith, and have a diverse selection of ministry opportunities. 
After much prayer, conversations, and planning, we are pleased to announce our new One-Week Los 
Angeles Mission Trip.  

In Los Angeles, high school students will have the opportunity to partner with several non-profit, 
service-oriented organizations, including the Los Angeles Food Bank and Compton Initiative. This trip will 
be led by our very own Jeff Bell, who has been instrumental in seeing the success of Mexico Outreach in 
the past and has taken our youth to Inner City LA. We have no doubt that God will continue to use Jeff 
to lead our students into having a rich experience of multi-cultural ministry, service, and spiritual 
formation, while being financially responsible for both the RDF budget and the parents of high school 
students. 

For more information on One-Week Los Angeles Mission Trip please visit www.rdf.org/highschool. If you 
have questions about the change from Mexicali to One-Week LA, please feel free to talk to Christian 
Santiago at ChristianS@rdf.org or Mandi Pettikas at MandiP@rdf.org. 
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